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POLICY for 
A SERVICE OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION
A Service of Death and Resurrection is a service of Christian worship suitable for funerals and memorial services.  It should be held in the church if at all possible and at a time when members of the congregation can be present.  Use of the term Service of Death and Resurrection is not intended to replace the more familiar terms but simply express more fully and clearly the intent and hope of the service.  The pastor should be notified immediately upon the death of a member or constituent of the congregation.  All plans for the service should be made in consultation with the family and subject to the approval of the pastor.  Pastors do not accept an honorarium if the deceased was a member of the parish. (Book of Worship p.139).
Definitions
Funeral:  a ceremony of farewell with the body of the deceased present
Memorial Service: a ceremony done in remembrance without the body of the deceased being present
Member:  according to the Methodist Book of Discipline, a member is a person who “unites with a local United Methodist Church, . . . they profess their faith in God, in Jesus Christ, . . . and make known their desire to live their daily lives as disciples of Jesus Christ”, and “faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness.”  (Book of Discipline p.143).
Consultation on the Occasion of Death 

One of the most valuable services the Church provides its members at the time of death is that of pastoral consultation.  The minister should be consulted immediately when a death occurs, for he/she is uniquely equipped to give those Christian services which the bereaved family needs.  The minister is able to discuss with compassion and objectivity those important decisions that the family needs to make.  The minister will meet with the family to arrange the Services. 

Services on the Occasion of Death 

We are not observers in this Worship Service, we are participants.  This distinguishing mark of Christian Worship should be so in the funeral.  In the Service, the Word of God is central and, as worshippers, we participate in the service through prayer, hymns of praise and the affirmation of our faith.  In Worship, our grief is healed and our sorrow comforted by the Lord who made heaven and earth.  If the family desires, the Pastor will invite other clergy to participate in the Service.  The family may make suggestions for the Service to the Pastor.  A request to celebrate the Lord's Supper as a part of a service on the occasion of death made be made.  The Worship Service is complete in itself, and any civic or military rites should be conducted separately. 

Services with a Casket
The funeral should be in the normal place of worship, the church.  During the Worship Service, the casket will be closed in order that attention in the Service is directed to God.  If the family desires "viewing", it should ordinarily take place at the funeral home.  The casket may be covered with a pall, flowers or a flag of the United States.  If the family desires a United States flag, it may be used to cover the casket of those who have seen service in the military.  A Christian funeral is enhanced by its simplicity of worship, since Christians believe that God looks within the heart and not on outward material things. 

Services of Committal 
Interment follows the Worship Service.  Members and friends of the family of the one who has died should gather at the graveside or crematorium for a service of farewell, which is to be conducted with simplicity, dignity and brevity.  The service includes readings from Scripture, prayers, words of committal and a blessing, reflecting on the reality of death, entrusting the one who has died to the care of God, and bearing witness to faith in the resurrection from the dead.

Cremation
Cremation is a matter of personal preference.  It is not inconsistent with the Christian faith.
Facilities and Services of the Church 
On the occasion of death, the Church will provide its physical facilities and services without charge to the family of the deceased member.  We consider providing these services to be an important part of our pastoral ministry for the church.  Members of Bethelview United Methodist Church will provide ushers.  The church will provide printed programs to aid the congregants in following the Worship Service.  The ushers will distribute the programs.

Flowers
If a pall or a United States flag is not used to cover the casket, a spray of flowers may be used.  Floral arrangements on either side of the casket are appropriate.  No flowers may be placed on the communion table.  It is requested that no personal memorabilia, such as pictures of the deceased, be displayed in the sanctuary during the Worship Service. 

Sunday Service 
It is the policy of this church that funeral or memorial services not be held on Sundays.  The minister, funeral director and family should arrange a suitable time for the services in consultation with one another.  Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the pastor.

Music

At the Worship Service, it is appropriate for worshipers to sing hymns, psalms, spirituals or spiritual songs which affirm God's power over death, a belief in the resurrection of life everlasting and the assurance of the communion of the saints.  

Process
1. Contact the pastor for his/her availability and to schedule a time for the funeral in the building.  If you wish to provide your own minister, please contact the pastor of Bethelview United Methodist Church with the name and credentials of the officiating pastor.
2. You are welcome to schedule a viewing before the Funeral Service.

3. Most often, committal at the gravesite will follow the service.  In case of inclement weather, the committal service may be held in the Church and the body taken to the cemetery by the funeral director.
4. Bulletins will be printed for the worship service if the family desires.  There is a $25.00 fee for non-members who wish to have bulletins for their worship service.
5. Musical instruments and other equipment may be used with prior approval.  Please check with the Pastor.
6. Non-members are asked to pay $250 for use of the building, a sound technician/building host to be present and cleaning following the worship service.
7. If the deceased is a member of the church and the family desires a luncheon following the service, members of Bethelview United Methodist Church will prepare a covered dish meal as an act of love and remembrance.

(Above Policy reviewed/approved by the Board of Trustees in April 2010.)
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